
It is the first day of school at seven of Pasco’s high-

est need schools where the free and reduced lunch 

rate is 93% and 73% are English Language Learners 

where less than 10% of our students meet five year 

old math expectations for entering kindergarten ac-

cording to the State’s 2015 WAKids data. 

Children who live in poverty have fewer life experi-

ences, may have poor nutrition and healthcare and 

have been exposed to fewer books prior to kinder-

garten. According to researcher Steven Krashen, a 

child from a middle- to upper-income family will 

have had an average of over 400 books in their 

hands by the time they reach kindergarten. For chil-

dren in poverty the average number of books is .4 

(point four). These children also suffer from a 

“poverty of words,” according to a New York Times 

article which states, “Children of professionals were, 

on average, exposed to approximately 1,500 more 

words hourly than children growing up in poverty. 

This resulted in a gap of more than 32 million words 

by the time the children reached the age of 4.” 

What we know in Pasco is that our lower-income chil-

dren come to school often never having held a book, 

not knowing how to open it or even that it is read from 

left right. Many have never held a pencil, don’t know 

their full name, let alone how to write it. These chil-

dren come to school at age 5 with the skills of a middle

-income 2.5 to 3 year old.  Our students are more than 

two years behind before Pasco can even get them into 

kindergarten. How can they ever catch up without ad-

ditional time and access to quality learning experienc-

es?   

Research indicates that ELL students living in poverty 

need at least an additional 270 school days over their 

first seven years to have a shot at leveling the playing 

field—or closing the opportunity gap. Preschool is a 

proven practice that will go a along way to close the 

opportunity gap for these students and enable them to 

graduate on time with academic proficiency. 

Today, we have more than 900 four-year-olds in this 

high need group. They will be starting kindergarten 

next year, and they are already more than two years 

behind. 

With your help, we can change this by offering pre-

school to our highest need students. As one of the fast-

est growing communities in the State over the last dec-

ade, Pasco is out of space.  Every school is currently 

overcrowded so Pasco is asking for $2.5 million from 

the legislature which it will match to renovate a brick 

and mortar facility to provide a quality preschool pro-

gram to the State’s neediest students. Thank you to the 

2016 Legislature for making a down payment of 

$300,000 to begin A/E work to convert the Pasco Sen-

ior Center to a facility serving our special ed preschool 

and our State-funded ECEAP preschool students. 

Behind Before They Start:        

Preschool Can Help Close the Achievement Gap for Pasco Children in Poverty 

The Na�onal Student Clearinghouse Research Center found high-

poverty high schools sent less than half of their 2012 graduates to 

college the following fall, compared with 70 percent of graduates 

from higher income homes. Preschool can close that gap. 

Our targeted population: The four-year-olds who 

live within the boundaries of our highest need 

neighborhoods. 

Hisp.: 91%   White: 7%   Black: 1%   Multi: 1% 

Free/Reduced Lunch: 93%    

English Language Learners: 73%  



Pasco Students Need Preschool 
Pasco Needs a Place to Put Preschool 
 

WHO: Students from low-income families who 
would otherwise begin kindergarten years behind 
their more affluent peers. 
 
WHERE: The District has a contract pending to 
purchase a facility to remodel to house a preschool. 
 
WHAT: A facility specifically remodeled to house 
a preschool program and to serve approximately 
200 students. 
 
WHY: Pasco has one of the lowest assessed values 
of any large district in the state, meaning the tax 
rates are very high. We are near our bond capacity 
and currently overenrolled at every K-12 school. 
Yet our youngest students critically need preschool 
to close the opportunity gap. The need is here but 
we need help to provide this for Washington’s need-
iest students. 
 
WHEN: Now, because our children can’t wait.  
 
HOW: PSD will match a capital allocation from the 
Legislature or DEL of $2.5 million to renovate a 
facility into a brick and mortar school that will pro-
vide a quality preschool education to our neediest 
students. 

WAKIDS DATA DEMONSTRATE NEED 

All schools offering all day kindergarten adminis-

tered the WaKIDS assessment to all incoming stu-

dents. The scores for Pasco students from high 

need neighborhoods are significantly lower than 

the scores for students across the state, indicating a 

severe need for preschool programs in the Pasco 

community, one of the highest need and least 

served communities in the State. Without addition-

al time and access to a quality educational pro-

gram, these children will struggle to close the gap 

between them and their more affluent peers.  

Entering Kinders from our 7 highest need 

schools who Met the 5 Year Old Expectations 

for Kinder Entry 2015  

  PSD  WA   

Language 27%  78.9% 

Literacy 19%  80.9% 

Math  8%  60.8% 

Because our children can’t wait! 


